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so unusual that the attending physicians had a bacteriological ex- 
amination made. In the case of 3 of the patients a bacillus was 
isolated which in morphology and cultural characteristics agreed 
with the bacillus of plague. Coincident with the outbreak of this 
disease several dead rats were found in the neighborhood, and upon 
examination authentic evidence of plague was discovered. Later a 
hare, a cat (a known rat killer), ana dead ferrets were also examined 
and the diagnosis showed that they also had suffered from plague. 
Other dead rats and ferrets were examined later, and some of these 
were also found to be suffering from the same infection. The matter 
was of such importance that in October, 1910, representatives from 
the Ipswich borough council health committee ana the Samf ord rural 
■district council met with a representative of the local government 
board and measures were instituted for the destruction of rats in the 
districts named. 

Various methods have been employed to exterminate the rats and 
thereby prevent the extension of plague. The public health offi- 
cials have, in addition to warning notices, made many personal visits 
to householders and others in the infected district, urging them to 
cooperate. Supplementary to the work of the rural district coun- 
cils and private individuals, the officials of the railroad running 
through East Suffolk have displaj^ed great energy in the destruction 
of rats along the fines of the railway and in railway property. 

In a report made by the county medical officer of health in East 
Suffolk, in reference to the rat plague, it is stated that — 

Rat clubs are in process of formation, and the success of those started on large estates 
suggests that the cooperation of farmers and householders in this manner is one of the 
most satisfactory means of dealing with rats, which are not only now a menace to 
jhealth, but a constant and direct cause of much financial loss. 

HAWAII. 

Status of Cholera, 

Passed Asst. Surg. Ramus reports the occurrence at Honolulu, 
from March 8 to 10, of : 3 cases of cholera with 1 death; on March 11, 
1 case; March 12, 1 case; March 13, 2 cases with 1 death; March 
14, 1 case ; making a total from date of outbreak to March 14 of 31 
-cases with 22 deaths. 

Record of Plague Infection. 

Last case of human plague at Honolulu occurred July 12, 1910. 

The last plague-infected rat was found at Aiea, 9 miles from Hono- 
lulu, April 12, 1910. 

At Hilo the last case of human plague occurred March 23, 1910. A 
fatal case occurred at Honokaa, 60 miles from Hilo, December 17, 
1910, and 2 fatal cases were reported January 31, 1911. 

The last plague-infected rat was found at Honokaa February 2, 
1911. 

Dr. Ramus reports in regard to plague-prevention work, Feb- 
ruary 20 : 
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HONOLULU. 

Week ended February 18, 1911. 

Total rats and mongoose taken 685 

Bats trapped 675 

Mongoose trapped 9 

Eats found dead [Mus alexandrinus) 1 

Examined bactenologically 577 

Classification of rats trapped: 

Mus alexandrinus 70 

Mus musculus 245 

Mus norvegicus 77 

Mus rattus 283 

Average number of traps set daily 1,720 

INDIA. 
CALCUTTA— Cholera, Plague, and Smallpox. 

Acting Asst. Surg. Allan reports February 9: During the week 
ended January 21 there were reported in Calcutta 33 deaths from 
cholera, 10 from plague, and 1 from smallpox; in all Bengal, 2,727 
cases of plague with 2,015 deaths; in all India, 24,783 cases of plague 
with 20,167 deaths. 

JAJPAN. 
Precautions Against Importation ol Plague. 

The following statement received from the Home Department of 
Japan was forwarded by Surg. Irwin at Yokohama February 9 : 

Vessels arriving at ports in Japan from foreign ports are inspected 
at the marine quarantine stations of Yokohama, Kobe, Moji, Naga- 
saki, Hakodate, Karatsu, Suminoe, Kutchinotsu, Kagoshima, and 
Nawa, and by the local authorities in other open ports. If deemed 
necessary upon inspection, such measures as disinfection, detention, 
and the examination of rodents are taken. It may also be noted 
that since 1899 a prohibition has been placed upon the importation 
from Chinese ports into Japan proper of such articles as are liable 
to be infected with plague germs, namely, rags, old cotton, old 
clothes, old paper, old hides and leather, old feathers and furs, 
old carpets, and old gunny sacks. The extermination of rodents, 
bacteriological examinations, prevention of rodents from invading 
dwelling houses and warehouses, the sanitation of landing places 
and localities in their vicinity, medical examination of stevedores 
and other laborers employed in connection with vessels arriving 
from infected regions, and other measures for the prevention of the 
introduction of plague are strictly enforced throughout Japan. In 
consequence of the necessity for carrying out these measures more 
rigorously and for taking further measures required by the present 
conditions, the Home Department from time to time issues special 
notices. Inspectors are occasionally appointed to report on local 
conditions and to supervise the authorities in charge of sanitary 
measures. 

MADEIRA ISLANDS. 
Funohal Declared Free Horn Cholera. 

The Portuguese minister at Washington stated to the Depart- 
ment of State, in a communication dated March 2, that the port of 
Funchal was officially declared free from cholera February 24. 



